SOUL COLE
Brandon Coleman, known as SOUL COLE, is a former NFL player for the New Orleans Saints who transitioned into health and wellness after a career-ending injury in 2018. As a Certified Health & Wellness Coach, Flow Facilitator, Mental Performance Coach, Certified Breath Coach, and Sound Healing Practitioner, he embodies intensity, drive, and values faith, family, and morality.Graduating with honors from Rutgers University with a degree in Management Relations and a minor in Human Resources, Coleman's journey to the NFL was marked by determination. Despite being undrafted, his tenacity earned him a spot with the Saints, where he played until a neck injury ended his career.Post-injury, Coleman battled physical pain, depression, and anxiety, finding healing through therapy, meditation, yoga, breath work, and sound healing. These practices led to the emergence of SOUL COLE, a persona reflecting his newfound strength and resilience.His experiences with injury and loss have deepened his understanding of mental, emotional, and physical health. Coleman completed a Health and Wellness Coaching Certificate at Georgetown University and the MBSR program from the Mindfulness Center at Brown University. He is dedicated to helping others achieve balance and wellness through the tools that transformed his life.

ABOUT CONCERTNOVA:
concertnova is a collective of like-minded musicians who create unique multi-sensorial performances that bring art forms together.

Our collaborative process draws inspiration from everywhere: visual art, dance, film, gastronomy, even the performance location itself.

We instigate an intimate dialogue between artist and audience, blurring the line between sender and receiver, creator and participant.

Concertnova ED + Artistic Director Bios

BRIANNA MATZKE, executive director
Dr. Brianna Matzke's dynamic pianism shows “a sense of refinement, flair, and technical prowess” (clevelandclassical.com). An avid performer and commissioner of new music, she has collaborated with many composers, including Tina Tallon, Marc Mellits, Michael Fiday, Elliot Cole, Molly Joyce, Alexandra du Bois, D. J. Sparr, Danny Clay, Jennifer Jolley, John Glover, and Evan Williams. She has appeared in concert at across the globe; recent appearances include concerts in Italy, Beirut, São Paulo, and in series such as TriBeCa New Music, Vanguard New Music Series, ETHOS New Music, Re:Sound Festival, neif-norf New Music Marathon, and the Accidental Music Festival. She has given multiple concerts with the Cincinnati Contemporary Arts Center, and has performed with the Cincinnati Chamber Orchestra and the concert:nova chamber ensemble.

Often called upon for her vision and planning, Matzke is a widely-respected executive and artistic director. As the Executive Director for the Cincinnati-based concert:nova new music ensemble, she oversees the production of their mainstage productions each season, as well as other community outreach and educational events. She is also the founder and artistic director of an ongoing and acclaimed commissioning initiative, called The Response Project, which asks composers to write music for piano in response to a pre-existing artwork or idea. The project has premiered and recorded dozens of new works, and often invites artists from other disciplines (such as film, painting, and poetry) to also create and present responses in large-scale community events.

Additionally, in 2021 Matzke was named CEO and President of the International Foundation for Contemporary Music, and appointed as Executive Director of the Cortona Sessions for New Music. Through these positions she works as an advocate for new music across the globe, leading an annual two-week long contemporary chamber music institute and assisting in the production of many projects, concerts, and recordings.  

In addition to performance and leadership,​ Brianna is a dedicated music educator and pedagogue. A Nationally Certified Teacher of Music (NCTM), she​ serves as Associate Professor of Music at Wilmington College. She has also served on the faculties of the Oberlin Conservatory, Interlochen Arts Camp, Thomas More College, and the University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music Preparatory Department. She is founder and President of the World Piano Teachers Association Ohio Chapter and maintains an active presence as a member of the Music Teachers National Association. She holds degrees from the University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music (CCM) and the University of Kansas.

JOSEPH BRICKER
A “tour de force” performer (Seen and Heard International), percussionist Joseph Bricker is the Associate Principal Timpani/Percussion of the Cincinnati Symphony and Pops Orchestras.  Prior to joining the CSO, Bricker was the percussion fellow with the Civic Orchestra of Chicago from 2019-2022. Joe maintains a deep commitment to community engagement and experimenting with educational models within music.  In 2020, he co-founded Chicago, From Scratch, a program for students of the Chicago Musical Pathways Initiative in which students receive unique instruction in creative musical thinking through the lens of contemporary composition and performance.  Since 2020, he has also worked with Notes for Peace, a Chicago-based project that works with families who have lost children to gun violence to create new songs in their memory. An advocate for new and contemporary music, Bricker has worked with composers such as Steve Reich, Tyshawn Sorey, Elizabeth A. Baker, Kevin Day, Silvia Borzelli, Vivian Fung, Fredrick Gifford, and numerous others on several premieres and recordings.  He has performed as a guest artist on the North Shore Chamber Music Festival, the Literary Music Series, the Live Music Project, Juilliard’s FOCUS! Festival, with the International Contemporary Ensemble, and has curated concerts for fellows of the Civic Orchestra of Chicago, in addition to other projects.  
IXI CHEN
Born in Taiwan and raised in California, Ixi Chen enjoys an active career as an orchestral player, chamber musician, artistic director, and educator. Following studies at the Manhattan School of Music and the University of Southern California, Ixi has been the Second Clarinet of the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra since 2001.  In 2004, she joined the clarinet faculty of the University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music, and in 2006, she founded the chamber ensemble concert:nova whose fusion of traditional and contemporary elements seeks to cultivate a new audience for art music.
Ixi’s commitment to diverse experiences has taken her around the globe. She has participated in numerous music festivals, including those at Aspen, Tanglewood, Evian, Schleswig-Holstein, Rheingau, Jerusalem, Thessoloniki, and Saint Petersburg. In 1996, she moved to Germany, where she played Principal Clarinet and Assistant Principal/E-flat Clarinet with the Philharmonic of the Nations and later attended the Hochschule fur Musik in Karlsruhe. In 1998, she settled in Los Angeles, where she pursued graduate work at USC and served as the Principal Clarinet of the American Symphony. In 2007, Ixi participated in the Munich ARD Festival, and she subsequently toured Europe with the Festival’s chamber musicians. 
Ixi’s orchestral concerts have been featured on several media broadcasts: ZDF (German television), NordDeutsche Rundfunk (NDR; North German Radio), SudDeutsche Rundfunk (SDR; South German Radio), KUSC Los Angeles, KQED San Francisco, and WGUC Cincinnati. She has also collaborated on recording projects with the Cincinnati Symphony on the Telarc label and the Philharmonic of the Nations on Handel Classic Audio. In addition, she has been a frequent performer in the Linton Chamber Music series in Cincinnati, the Manhattan Chamber Music Group in New York, and the Philharmonic Winds in Germany. While in Los Angeles, Ixi founded and developed ensemble infinity, a precursor to her group concert:nova, and for the Old Town Conservatory of Music and the Performing Arts, she authored Adventures in Music, a 36-week script that formed the core of the school’s music outreach program. 
Ixi’s teachers include Rosario Mazzeo; Gary Gray at UCLA; David Krakauer at MSM; Wolfgang Meyer at the Hochschule fur Musik; and Yehuda Gilad at USC. She is proud to be a Buffet Crampon artist. 
JOSEPH MORRIS
Joseph Morris is the Associate Principal and Eb Clarinet of the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra where he holds the Robert E. & Fay Boeh Chair. In addition, he is an Adjunct Professor of Clarinet at the University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music. Joseph was the Principal Clarinet of the Pacific Symphony from 2016 – 2020 and held the Principal Clarinet chair with the Sarasota Opera Orchestra. He has appeared as guest Principal Clarinet with the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra, the Grant Park Music Festival and at the Colorado Music Festival.
As the first prize winner of the 42nd Ima Hogg Competition, Joseph appeared as soloist with the Houston Symphony Orchestra in performances of the Nielsen Clarinet Concerto in 2017. He has appeared as soloist with the Burbank Philharmonic, Downey Symphony, Madison Symphony Orchestra (WI) and the National Repertory Orchestra. Joseph was the featured soloist in a performance of John Adams’ “Gnarly Buttons” conducted by the composer with the Colburn Orchestra in 2013. He has appeared as a guest artist at the La Jolla Chamber Music Society Summerfest, Token Creek Music Festival, and Bach Dancing Dynamite Society and as a clarinet fellow at the Music Academy of the West and the Aspen Music Festival.   
Joseph studied at The Colburn Conservatory of Music and the USC Thornton School of Music with Professor Yehuda Gilad.



